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At first Madame Andreyva, always a staunch Communist, had
proposed that the actors and singers- should receive the same rations
as the scene-shifters and stage-hands, Chaliapin, a giant of a man
physically, accepted this proposal but announced that he would
not sing ; he would earn Ids food alongside the other scene-shifters.
He won the day, and flour, sugar and other things which the scene-
shifters never saw were regularly handed over to him as a reward
for every performance. Irma and I were sometimes invited by
Andreyva to parties at Gorki's. It was one of the few houses which
seemed to have been untouched by the revolution ; Maxim Gorki's
collection of Oriental curios was still showing as proudly as ever.
We met there quite a number of Bolshevik celebrities.
At Gorki's house, too, I heard all the stories that were in circula-
tion about the big Commissars. They could be told there without
risk of calling down the attention of a member of the Cheka. There
was one I remember about Trotsky. Trotsky had a weakness for
lying in bed of a morning, which was a great worry to his orderly,
whose business it was to get him up in time for his whirl of engage-
ments. The orderly had once been in the service of a Tsarist general
with the same weakness and had found it a good plan to waken
the general with a verse of the National Anthem, compelling him
to rise to salute to it. He tried this on Trotsky and was nearly shot
for it. "If you must sing, sing the International!" roared the angry
Commissar. So next morning the orderly shook the Commissar's
shoulder and bawled in his ear the verse from the Communist
anthem beginning : "Arise, ye sluggards, from your slumbers !*'
It was at Gorki's house that I met a part of my past again. The
party on this occasion was a simple one, no big noises, only Gorki
and Andreyva, Morosova, one or two other members of the theatre
group, Irma and myself. We had been told there would be two other
guests, a Red Army commander and his wife. The Gorkis were not
very much interested in Red Army people, as a rule, but this
particular commander was apparently an unusual type of soldier,
even for the Red Army.
Some time earlier than this the Bolsheviks had become alarmed
at the destruction of works of art, valuable furniture^ and prized
objects of all kinds which was going on all over the country, partly
as a result of the fury and ignorance of peasants, who revenged
themselves on their former masters by burning and pillaging all
their goods, partly through the clashes of the civil war, and in the
towns and cities through the contempt in which most of the new
Communist and worker administrators held all manifestations of
bourgeois pursuits and ideology. Some of the Commissars, such as
Lunatcharsky, the Commissar of Education, were genuinely dish